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1,  Introduotlon 

In  the  theory  of  radiative  transfer  there  are  several  problems 
which  can  be  solved  by  finding  the  solution  H(u)  of  the  non-linear 


Integral  equation 


(1.1) 


which  Is  called  Chandrasekhar's  equation.  The  books  by 
Chandrasekhar  [1]  and  Kourganoff  [2]  contain  discussions  of  this 
Important  equation;  and  these  books  also  present  the  contributions 
of  various  mathematicians  who  have  shown  that  (1.1)  can  be  solved 
explicitly  by  using  function  theory  techniques  based  on  analytic 
continuation.  Recently,  (I96I)  C.  Pox  [3]  has  shown  that  (1.1)  can 
be  converted  Into  the  linear  equation 


(1.2) 


where  0(x)  Is  known  and  g(x)  is  prescribed.  The  equation  (1.2)  Is  a 
singular  Integral  equation  with  a  Cauchy  kernel  and  It  can  be 
solved  for  H(u)  by  using  an  extension  of  Carleman's  method  as  shown 
for  example  In  Muskhellshvlli's  book  [4]. 

Chandrasekhar's  equation  can  be  linearized  by  first  writing 


It  In  the  form 
(1.3)  xg(x) 


^<>j_(x)  +^j^(x) 


^j^(u)du 
u-f  x 


and  then  Integrating  each  side  of  this  equation  after  It  has  been 
multiplied  by  the  factor  l/(x't-4)*  This  gives 


2 


)dx 

r 


r  ij^(u)  <>j^(x)dX 

"  J  U  - 1  J  X  +U 
0  0 

and  aftar  multiplying  (1.4)  by  ^^ii)  and  using  (1.?)  wa  find 

{x)dx 

(1.5)  ♦l(UQl(^)  -  +  J  :-g  ■  • 


This  la  essentially  the  procedure  that  was  used  by  Pox  to  pass  from 
(1.1)  to  (1.2).  It  suggests  the  possibility  of  solving 

4i(u)du 

0 

which  Is  both  singular  and  non-llnear.  Equation  (1.6),  In  turn, 
suggests  an  Investigation  of  the  more  general  equation 


I  4(C) +^(C)  f(C) 

L 

where  C  la  an  Interior  point  of  the  simple  smooth  arc  L  udilch 
connects  the  points  and  In  the  complex  x-plane. 

One  of  the  purposes  of  this  paper  Is  to  show  In  Section  2 
that  the  equation  I  can  be  solved  explicitly  by  using  elementary 
function  theory  techniques.  It  turns  out  that  the  solution  of  I 
Is  In  some  ways  simpler  than  the  solution  of  (1.3).  We  will  also 
be  concerned  with  the  solution  of  some  other  non-llnear  equations. 
In  Section  3  we  show  how  to  solve 
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IX 


irV(C) 


4)(T)dT 

Vrr 


2 


f(C) 


and  Section  4  is  devoted  to  the  solution  of 


III 


irV(t)  +  [/ 


f(C)  . 


In  Section  3  we  show  that  there  is  a  connection  between  equations 
I^  U,  III  and  certain  problems  In  potential  theory. 

The  equations  I,  II,  III  may  be  of  Interest  for  at  least  two 
reasons.  In  the  first  place,  they  are  of  Interest  In  themselves  as 
Cauchy  singular,  non-llnear  Integral  equations  which  can  be  solved 
explicitly.  In  the  second  place,  they  present  a  formulation  of 
certain  non>llnear  boundary  value  problems.  Equation  III,  for 
example.  Is  Intimately  related  to  a  problem  In  two-dimensional 
potential  theory  i^lch  has  a  number  of  physical  applications.  This 
Is  the  problem  of  finding  a  potential  function  In  a  domain  D  when 
Its  normal  derivative  Is  prescribed  on  one  part  of  the  boundary  C; 
and  the  magnitude  of  Its  gradient  Is  given  on  the  remaining  part 
of  C.  In  Section  5  we  show  how  an  explicit  formula  for  the  solution 
of  this  problem  can  be  found. 

The  final  Section  6  Is  concerned  with  a  brief  discussion  of 
the  non-linear  system 

L 

,(C) 

L 


and  some  other  ayetems  Mhloh  oan  be  linearized  by  the  method 
developed  In  Section  2. 
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We  state  here  the  main  conditions  and  assunqptlons  upon  which 
our  analysis  is  based.  If  t  *>  T(t)  is  the  equations  of  the  simple 
smooth  arc  L  directed  from  to  ^  let  L[Tq,Tj^]  denote  the 
set  of  points  T  =  T{t),  and  let  L(t^,Tj^)  denote  the 

set  L[Tq,t^]  minus  the  endpoints  and  We  assume  for 

simplicity  that  the  unknown  function  ^(t)  satisfies  a  uniform 
H6lder  condition  for  any  pair  of  points  In  L(t^,Tj^)  and  thus 
guarantee  the  existence  of  the  Cauchy  principal  values  of  the 
Integrals  which  appear  In  I,  II,  III  where  C  la  in  L(Tq,Tj^).  We 
also  assume  that  If  ^(t)  has  a  singularity  at  an  endpoint  a  of 

]  it  is  such  that  (‘r-a)^(T)  =  0,  We  will  say  that  a 

function  with  these  properties  belongs  to  the  class  If  ^(t) 

belongs  to  the  class  it  can  be  shown  that 

L 

satisfies  a  uniform  HSlder  condition  for  any  pair  of  points  and 
Cg  in  L(Tq,Tj^);  and 

L 

as  a  function  of  the  complex  variable  z  Is  such  that 

The  properties  of  the  prescribed  function  must  match  the 
properties  Implied  by  the  representations  on  the  left-hand  side  of 
I,  II,  III.  That  Is,  in  accordance  with  our  assumptions  about 


5 


^(t),  f(C)  nuat  satisfy  a  uniform  H6lder  condition  on  L(Tq,t^);  and 
although  It  may  have  a  stronger  singularity  than  ^(t)  at  a,  f(C) 

p 

must  be  such  that  ■>  0.  We  will  say  that  under  these 

conditions  f(C)  belongs  to  the  class 

The  transformation  2t  *  +  (t^+Tj^)  maps  L[Tq,Tj^] 

Into  L[-l,l]  a  simple  smooth  arc  directed  from  r  >  >1  to  t  >  1. 

If  we  also  use  2C  -  {Tj^-TQ)tD+  we  have 


^(T)dT 
T  -  ; 


I 


Lt-l,ll 


i|>Q(v)dv 
V  -  €D 


which  shows  that  the  transformation  does  not  change  the  form  of 
equations  I,  II,  III.  Thus  thei?e  Is  no  loss  of  generality  If  we 
assume,  as  we  will  hereafter,  that  L  In  I,  II,  III  Is  L[-l,l]. 


2.  Equation  I 

We  proceed  to  show  how 

(2.1)  4(C)-<-»(C)  -  f(C) 

L 

can  be  solved  by  using  the  Hardy-Poincare' -Bertrand  formula.  This 
formula  states  that  If  Is  suitably  restricted  then 

<*•*>  I  -.W) 

L  L  L  L 

provided  co  Is  In  L(-l,l).  This  says  that  an  Interchange  of  the 
order  of  Integration  on  the  left  side  of  (2.2)  leaves  the  residue 
-ir^^(o),(o).  If  ^(t)  belongs  to  the  class  defined  In  the 
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Introduction,  the  formula  (2,2)  holds  with  -  (1-C^)^(C)^(t). 

Vhs  application  of  (2.2)  to 


shows,  after  a  little  manipulation,  that 


Now  If  a  solution  of  (2.1)  exists  when  f(C)  belongs  to 
then  (2.1)  and  (2,3)  iinply 


L 

ki  -  J  T^ix)  Ax  . 

L 


where 
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fhe  addition  of 


(2.6)  ±  airl  f(a)) 


to  (2.5)  gives 


±  j2^Tl  ^(®)+2Trl  4>{a)  J 


(2,7)  -2  f  < V.^,f ±  2Trl  f(®) 


^  “f-® 


Let  us  Introduce  the  function 


Pq(2)  -  (1-z^) 


kil)|I+  X 

T  -  2 


•  zf  i  +  2>>(kj^  •*•  zkp)  •  kp  4  (l-2^)?^^j  . 

This  function  is  analytic  for  z  not  on  L[-l,l]  and  It  vemlshes  as 
2  — »■  00.  As  2  approaches  the  point  ®  from  the  positive  and  negative 
sides  of  L,  the  limit  values  of  F^iz)  are 


(iV) 


Ft  rt  *(„)  +  xj’ 


±  27ri(l-®‘ 


!)f(a,)+2  f  ll-»°K,j,T)a,Tl 


-  [2X(lCj +®k^) -k® +(1-®^)X®] 


3 


but,  as  vre  can  aee  from  (2.7),  these  limit  values  vanish.  Further¬ 
more,  It  follows  from  the  conditions  we  have  imposed  on  ^  and  f, 
that  the  behavior  of  Fq(z)  in  the  neighborhood  of  an  endpoint  of  L 
must  be  such  that 


(2.8)  £2_^^(1-z)Fq(2)  -  0 


Let  P  be  the  boundary  of  a  domain  which  contains  L[-l,l].  If  z  is 
In  the  exterior  of  P  then 


Pq(z) 


Po(C)dC 

”T-T” 


Since  (2*8)  holds,  the  path  P  can  be  collapsed  into  the  path  C, 
composed  of  the  upper  and  lower  banks  of  L,  without  changing  the 
value  of  the  Cauchy  integral.  At  these  banks,  however,  the  limit 
values  PQ(flo)  vanish.  We  therefore  conclude  that  Pq(z)  vanishes 
everywhere  in  the  exterior  of  L(-l,l]  and  hence,  if  a  solution  of 
(2.1)  exists,  the  constants  k^  and  k^  must  be  such  that  the  two¬ 
valued  function 

(8.9)  s(.)  »  + 

u, 

L 

Is  analytic  for  z  not  on  L[-l,l].  We  will  refer  to  this  condition 
as  condition  (A). 


rHlCU 
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If  for  a  prescribed  f(C)  constants  and  kj^  exist  such  that 
8(z)  Is  analytic  for  z  not  on  L[-l,l],  then,  as  we  can  see  by  taking 
the  limit  values  of  (2.9), 


(2.10)  y'  +  Tl  4)(C) +X  -  S'^(C) 

L 

(2.11)  y  -  Ti  4>(a  +  A  -  s‘(o 

L 

and,  as  subtraction  of  (2.11)  from  (2.10)  shows,  the  solution  of 
(2.1)  is 


For  the  case  In  which  L[-l,l]  coincides  with  the  real  axis  we 
find  that  If  f(^)  Is  real  then  the  solution  of 

1 

(2.13)  4(e)  +<)(e)  f  -  f(e)  ,  -1  <  e  <  1 

-1 


Is 


10 


(2.14)  -  iJ! 


2  f  (l-t^)f 


+  2irl  f(4)  + 


“*'oU 


1 

7 


It  18  easy  to  verify  that  (2.12)  satisfies  (2.1)  when  S(z) 
satisfies  condition  (A).  If  we  write 


1 

7 


+2Trl  f(C)l 


-  [Sq(C)-  2Trl  f{C)l^ 


we  have 


J.  X 

ri(T)dT  1  rZ[SQ(T)  +2Trl  f(T))^-  [SQ(T)-2Trl  f(T)]^JdT 

J  -StT  J - 


T”  “SiT 

L  L 


1 

1^. 


/  W-5ir^^  • 


L  C 

Now  if  we  detach  C  from  L  and  expand  C  into  P  we  have 

/^^:^-'|[[sQ(C)+2irl  f(C)]^+[sQ(C)  -2Trl  f(C)]^] 
L 

and,  since  S(t)  —►X  as  t  — ♦•oo. 


[so(C)+  2x1  f(C)]^+ [3^(0- 2n  f(C)]^j- X  . 


Therefore 
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xMC)+*(C) 

L 

+  WT  f(C)  -SQ(C)+2irl  f(C)] 

-  571  -S“(C)] 

-  f(C)  . 

The  condition  that  S(z)  must  be  analytic  In  the  complex  plane 
silt  along  L[-l,l],  [the  condition  (A)],  does  not  In  general 
determine  the  constants  and  k^  numerically.  This  can  be  seen 
by  considering  the  equation 

1 

(2.15)  4(e)+i(e) /  0  . 

-1 

The  function  S(z)  for  this  equation  Is 


and  this  certainly  satisfies  condition  (A)  If  we  take 
For  these  values  we  have 

Me)  -  i  J  (A^)^-  0  , 

namely  the  trivial  solution  of  (2.15),  On  the  other  hand,  S(8) 
will  satisfy  (A)  If 
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X®*®  -  2Xk  a  +  k?  -2Xk,  -  X® 
o  o  1 


possesses  a  double  zero,  that  Is,  If  we  take  2k^-t-X  >  0.  With  this 


choice,  k^  Is  arbitrary,  and 


from  which 


Xz  -  k^ 
S(z)  -  - £ 

/7TT 


,  •  -  k„  ,  X?  -  k„ 

Ut)  .  - 2.  i - 2 

"  /WTi  ’  jrrp 


and  this  Is  the  general  solution  of 


Thus  we  can  see  that  In  order  to  fix  and  k^  uniquely  we  may  have 
to  Impose  side  conditions  In  addition  to  condition  (A). 

Let  us  examine  the  possibility  of  having  a  solution  ^  whose 
endpoint  behavior  Is  such  that 


With  this  behavior  the  endpoint  behavior  of  f(C)  must  be  such  that 


Under  condition  (B)  the  order  of  integration  can  be  changed  In 


and  henoe  by  Integrating  (2.1)  we  find 
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X  /  *(C)dC  -  f  ♦(t)  f  ■  /  ftOdC 


(2.16) 


X /^(OdC  +  J  (xi(T) -f(T)]dT  -  J  f(C)dC 
L  L  L 

Xk^  -  J  f(T)dT  . 


Also,  after  multiplying  (2.1)  by  C  and  integrating: 

X /c4>(C)dC  -  f  ♦(T)  y' .  J  ?f(C)dC 

L  L  L  L 

■  T  2 

X  y'(;i(C)dC-  J'  ^(T)dT  +  y  t(X^(t)  -  f  (T)]dT  »  y'cf(C)d? 

1  LI*  J  L  I* 

(2.17)  2Xkj^  ~2j'  Tf(T)dT  -  k^  . 


The  substitution  of  these  values  for  k^  and  k^  in  (2.9)  gives 


(2.18) 


s(z)  -  2  jTll^  +  xSji 


and  a  solution  satisfying  (B)  will  exist  if  f(C)  satisfies  (B^j^)  and 
(2.l8)  satisfies  (A).  When  this  is  the  case  the  solution  is 


^(C) 


ST  p / ^<'1  +’'*1® 

■  SI  p / 
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Instead  of  Imposing  the  condition  (B)  at  each  endpoint  of  L 
we  may  wish  to  impose  it  at  only  one  endpoint,  say  the  condition 


* 

i(T)  -  0  . 


The  function  f(C)  would  then  have  to  be  such  that 


^C*l  -  0 


Under  condition  (C)  we  find  from  (2.1)  that 


X  Jd+O^COdC  -f^r)  f  ^  J  (i+C)f(C)dC 

L  L  L  L 

X  y'(l+C)i(C)dC-  J  4>(t)dT^+y'  (l+T)Ix4>(T)-f(T)ldT  -  J  (l+C)f(C)dC 

L  L  I*  J  t  L 

(2.19)  2X(kQ+k^)-k^  •  2J  (l+T)f(T)dT  . 


The  substitution  of  this  value  of  k^  In  (2.9)  gives 


(2.20) 


and  a  solution  satisfying  (C)  will  exist  if  f(C)  satisfies  (C^)  and 
(2.20)  satisfies  (A).  Vfhen  this  is  the  case  the  solution  Is 


♦(C)  - 


1  [2  r  (l+T)f(T)dT  .  ®^^0  .  .2T2 

^  I+T  J  - tTI - +  2iri  f(C)  -  ytZ  +  ^  j 

1  r  2  r(i+T)f(T)dT  .,2i 

-  ?Trr  rn:  J  — t-c/'  -  ^  -  ttt  I 
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(5.1) 


Mitlon  II 

In  this  section,  we  show  that 

Ahi)  -  r 


can  be  converted  Into  a  particular  case  of  (2.1).  We  saw  In 
Section  2  that  If  ^(t)  belongs  to  the  class  then  we  have  the 


Identity 


-I*  J  L 1*  J 


Renee  If  ^(t)  satisfies  (5.1)  then  It  must  satisfy 


,5.5)  /  (1=S^  /li^  .  .r,„)  . 


(5.*)  2  f  ■  -(i-<»*)r(®)  +  k* 


Where 


J  (>(T)dT  . 


Equation  (5.4)  Is  a  singular  Integral  equation  of  the  first 
kind  which  can  be  solved  for 
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The  solution  Is 


(5.5)  2(l-C*)*(C)/ii^ 

L 

.  rJl-T^  (lt|  -  (l-T®)f(T)](lT  u 

- 77=5  J - rrz - +  7= 


lAiere 


irk  -  2  /  (l-C^)i^{C)  / 

L  L 

-  -2^  (1-t®)<>(t)  +  2  J  ^(t)  J' (C+T)i(C)dCdT 


and  therefore 


irk  -  /^(T)  J'(C+T)4(C)dWT 


(3.6) 


irk  •  2k-k,  . 

o  1 


Prom  (3.5)  and  (3.6)  we  find  that  if  ^(t)  satisfies  (3*1)  it  must 
satisfy 


(3.7) 

where 

(3.8)  P(C) 


Conversely^  if  ^(t)  satisfies  (3*7)  it  must  satisfy  (3*1)* 
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Equation  (3*7)  is  equation  (2.1)  with  X  *  0.  We  can  apply 
the  theory  of  Section  2.  It  follows  from  the  results  of  Section  2 
that  (3.1)  possesses  a  solution  provided 

2 

s,(.).  -i-  fU-T")g(T)dT  . 

^  [(1-z^)  ^  l^J 

satisfies  condition  (A),  l.e.,  S^(z)  Is  analytic  for  z  not  on  L. 


Since 


2  ni-T-^jPtTjdT  _  1  r  1 

r_ 

'^<1-*  >  L  (T-zj/n?  >  L  (T- 


IdCdT 


(t-z)Ji*t^ 


2»3/2 


ird-z*) 


ik^(2ki  +  k^z) 
+  ■■■’  +  "■ 


d-z'^)  d-z*^)' 


we  see  that  If  (3<1)  possesses  a  solution  then  the  constants  k  and 

o 

kj^  must  be  such  that 


Is  analytic  for  z  In  the  exterior  of  L.  If  this  condition  can  be 
satisfied  by  a  proper  choice  of  k^  and  k^,  the  solution  of  (3.1)  Is 


18 


(3«9)  ♦(t)  ■ 


-  f(T)  +  ;s,i:>;Ta 


CMC 


1 

-  "m 


Ik. (2k.  +  k.T) 

0  1  o 


-  f(T)  -  g  V,:^ 


lkQ(2kj^  +*^0**^^ 


(1-T^) 


77572" 


1 

7 


For  the  ease  In  which  L['l,l]  coincides  with  the  real  axis 
we  find  that  If  f(C)  Is  real  then  the  real  solution  of 

|2 


(3.10) 

.  -1 
Is 


f(C)  , 


-1  <  C  <  1 


(3.11)  *(0  - 


lko(2kj+k^C) 


(1-r) 


2T372- 


1 

7 


provided  condition  (A)  Is  satisfied. 


ki  Bguatlon  III 

The  equation 


(4.1) 


vV(C)  + 


)dT 


LL 


.12 


f(C) 


M*-* 
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oftn  b«  written 


(4.2) 


<,(C)  + 

L 


-rt  ♦(?)  +  / 
L 


f(C)  . 


We  will  solve  this  equation  by  using  Carleman's  method.  Let  us 
Introduce  the  function 


(4.3)  p(s)  -  f  , 

L 

a  function  of  the  coinplex  variable  z  »  x  +  ly,  which  Is  analytic  for 
z  not  on  L,  a  simple  smooth  arc  directed  from  z  »  .i  to  z  «  1.  If 
we  let  z  approach  a  point  C  on  L  from  the  positive  side  of  L,  and 
then  the  negative  side  of  L;  the  limit  values  of  P(z)  are 


(4.4)  P+(C)  -  »1  4>(C)  + 

(4.5)  P*(0  -  -irl  i(C)  +  f  . 

L 

Equation  (4.2)  says  that  these  limit  values  must  satisfy  the 
barrier  equation 

(4.6)  P'^(a  •  P“(0  -  f(a 


vdiere  C  Is  not  an  endpoint  of  L.  The  function  F(z)  vdilch  satisfies 
this  equation  and  has  the  properties  Implied  by  the  representation 
(4.3)  provides  the  solution  of  the  Integral  equation  because  the 
subtraction  of  the  PlemelJ  formulas  (4.4)  and  (4.5)  gives 

♦  (C)  -  •gir  [P+(C)  -P‘(C)]  . 


(4.7) 
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Xf  w»  write 

(4.8)  P(z)  -  - 

z  +lA-z^ 

then  (4,6)  Inplles  that  a(z)  must  satisfy 

(4.9)  0'*'(C) +0"(C)  -  f(C) +2iri  n 


where  n  Is  an  Integer.  As  can  be  seen  by  using  the  PlemelJ 
formulas,  the  function 


(4.10) 


Oj^(z) 


”5.1“ 


/ 


f(T)dT 


+  TTl  n 


Is  a  particular  solution  of  (4.9).  By  J  1-z^  we  mean  here,  and  In 
what  follows,  the  branch  of  the  two  valued  function  (1-z^)^'^^  »diloh 
Is  analytic  for  any  finite  z  not  on  L,  and  such  that 


£ 


z-^oo 


-1  . 


The  function  Q^(z)  Is  analytic  for  z  not  on  L  and  since 


we  have 


Oj^(z) 


z-^-oo 


Z  +  lil-z^ 

The  general  solution  of  (4.9)  Is 


*  0  . 


0(z)  -  Oj^(z)  +  /  1-z®  p(z) 


where  p(z)  mast  satisfy 
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(4.11)  P‘^(C)-P"(C)  -  0  . 

The  function  p(z)  must  be  taken  so  that  the  properties  of 

match  those  of 


L 


This  function  Is  analytic  for  z  not  on  L  and  It  vanishes  like  c^/z 

as  z  — >  00,  provided  c^  *»  y'i(T)dT  ^  0.  Furthermore,  in  accordance 

L 

with  the  assumptions  about  ^(t)  admitted  In  the  Introduction,  the 
behavior  of  P(z)  In  the  neighborhood  of  an  endpoint  a  of  L  is  such 
that  „(a-z)P(2)  *  Oj  and  the  limit  values  P‘*’(C)>  P“(C)  must 
satisfy  a  uniform  Hfilder  condition.  These  properties  and  the 
condition  (4.11)  imply  that  p(z)  must  be  analytic  everywhere  and  it 
must  vanish  at  Infinity,  l.e.,  p(z)  >■  0. 

We  have  now  fovind  that 

(4.12)  P(z)  .  t  (z  ,XP  { 

L  Vl-T^J(T-Z)) 

This  gives 

(4.13)  p+({)  - 1  (c-iiII?}yrTTT 

^  L  yn?(T-c)j 


(4.14)  F"(C)  -  ±  (c  +l/l-C^JynTT  •  exp  j f 

L  ^(T-C)J 

The  solution  of  (4.1)  Is  obtained  by  subtracting  (4.14)  from  (4.1]}). 
It  la 
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<4.15)  4(C) 


r»+ 


(F’"(C)-P*(C)1 


1  iCJ 
¥ 


C  .i„ 

L  yi-T^(T-c) 


ii:? 


n?  r  >^f(T)dT 

ns¥  j  7=5 

L  yi-T*(T-c). 


It  will  be  noticed  that  In  the  above  analysis  we  have  assvuned 

that  P(z)  »  vanishes  like  c^/z,  /  0,  as  z  — ►  oo .  If 

L 

this  Is  not  the  case,  that  Is,  If  for  exanple 


(4.16) 


while 


(4.17) 


Oq  ■  -  y'  4(‘r)dT  -  0 
L 

Cj  -  -  y'  T4(T)dT  ■  0 


then  F(z)  vanishes  like  c^/z^,  ^  0,  as  z  —*>00  and  the  solution 

of  (4.6)  as  we  have  given  It  has  to  be  adjusted.  However,  It  Is 
clear  from  the  above  analysis  that  If  (4.l6)  and  (4.17)  prevail  then 
the  adjustment  Is  easily  made  by  taking  P(z)  -  e®^*V^+  lil-z^jf 
Instead  of  (4.8),  which  leads  to 


(4.18)  »(.).  *  J 

^  L  (/i^J(t.z)J 
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5*  Sone  Non-linear  Problems  In  Potential  Theory 

The  equations  we  have  analyzed  can  be  identified  with  certain 
problems  in  potential  theory.  For  example,  consider  the  problem  of 
finding  ^(x,y)  such  that 

^^(x,y) +  rJ'yy(x,y)  -  0  ,  y  0  , 

♦y(x.O)  -  0  ,  |x|  »•  1 


and  subject  to  an  additional  condition  on  y  »  0,  |x|  ■«  1  which  is 
specified  below.  Let  us  suppose  that  ^y(x,0),  |x|  <  1,  satisfies 
the  conditions  In^osed  on  ^(t)  in  Section  1,  and  that  each  of 
F-(x»y)  and  ^„(x,y)  vanishes  as  z  «  x  +  ly  oo ,  The  harmonic 

X  jr 

function  can  then  be  written 


Fy(x,y) 


■if 


yiJ'  (t,0)dt 
^  {t-x)^+y^ 


1  d 
WSy 


f  iU.[(t-.“'^  --2 


from  which 


-1 


4 

■  I  ^  / 

and  by  integration 


x)*"  +y‘']^y(t,0)dt 


(t-x)\f'  (t,0)dt 

- 


_1  (t-x)‘'  +  y 


,  ^  (t-x)f  (t,0)( 

f-(x,y)  -  -  /  - - 5- 

*  ^  (t-x)^+y® 

-  ?  /  -^TTx—  • 
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Nbw  If  we  Impose  the  additional  condition 


|^y(x,0)+i^^(x,0)Kry(x,0)  -  , 


|x|  1 


then  i(t)  ■  |t|  <  1,  must  satisfy 

V 


4{x)+^(x)  y  * 


|x|  <  1 


If  Instead  of  I  we  impose 


iiu,o)  ~  iflu,o)  -  , 

^  *  IT 


|x|  -  1 


then  f(t)  ■  lf'„(t,0),  must  satisfy 

w 


irVCx) 


/  ^1"  -  . 

-1 


|x|  <  1 


Finally,  If  the  additional  condition  Is 


^y(x,0)  +  ^^(x,0)  =  , 

IT 


|x|  <  1 


then  ^(t)  -  ^„(t,0),  must  satisfy 


-  f(x)  , 


|x|  <  1  . 


We  proceed  to  show  that  problem  III  can  be  solved  for  domains 
more  general  than  the  half  plane.  For  the  half  plane  problem  we 


can  write 


♦(x,y)  -  ^J{z) 


and  then 
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£^'(z)  +i  -  l^y(x,y) 

-1  -1 


which  18  the  same  as 

(5.1)  'Ji'czj.i  . 

-1 


The  Integral  on  the  right  hand  side  of  (5.1)  has  been  determined  In 
connection  with  the  problem  of  solving  the  Integral  eqiiatlon  III, 

In  Section  4,  and  we  have 


(5.2)  ^^'(z) 


r  JU,  f(t)dt  7 

ii 


tdiere  y  Is  1,  or  2.  The  function  t(x,y)  can  be  obtained  from  (5.2) 
by  an  Integration. 

Let  z  m(C)  "  in(^  ■(’In)  be  a  function  which  naps  the  domain 
D,  with  boundary  C  In  the  C-plane,  conformally  Into  the  lower  half 
of  the  z-plane.  Let  the  Image  of  a  part  of  C,  be  the  segment 
y  s  0,  |x|  "*  1;  and  let  the  Inmge  of  Cg,  the  remaining  part  of  C, 
be  y  ■  0,  |x|  >  1.  Under  this  mapping,  M.(x,y)  Is  transformed  Into 

^(x,y)  -  t(C,Tl)  -  ^  ^  [m((:)l  » 


a  function  harmonic  In  0. 

Let  s  be  the  arc  length  measured  along  C  from  say  the  Initial 
point  of  If  r>  ^(s)  +1^(8)  Is  a  point  on  C,  then  the  normal 
derivative  of  j|((,n)  the  boundary  Is 
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-i  T[m(<r)l  . 

If  O' is  on  Cg,  then  "  Hi  ^'[miof*)]  is  real. 

Hence  for  o^on  Cg 

l[^(S,Ti)  .  0  . 

nie  tangential  derivative  of  $(^,ii)  at  the  boundary  la 

,5.4)  . 

Prom  (5.3)  and  (5«^)  we  see  that  for  (Ton  Cj^ 

.  £is!i^  . 

I  ^ 

Therefore  if  we  take 


as  prescribed ,  then 

l(e,n) 

is  harmonic  in  D,  with  normal  derivative  equal  to  zero  along  Cg* 
and  with 
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+Jr^(€,T,)  -  h(s) 


prescribed  along  C^.  Thus  the  solution  of  problem  III  for  the 
domain  D  can  be  found  by  substituting  z  «  m(C)>  t  •  mC?')  and 


f(t)  «  f(m(cr)] 


Tr^h(  s ) 

dm(or)  ^ 
ds 


In  (3* 2).  The  substitution  gives 


(5.5)  «  t  laliil  [ni(C)  -iJl-m^(C)  ^ 


Jl-mV)[m(<r)  -m(C)] 


} 


and  then  4(4,tj)  can  be  obtained  by  Integration. 

The  solution  of  problem  III  for  particular  domains  and  special 
boundary  values  of  the  gradient  Is  not  new.  For  exanqple.  It  Is  well 
known  that  the  method  of  conformal  mapping  can  be  used  to  find  a 
potential  function  ^(4. n )  such  that 


♦  +1  -  0  ,  -00  <  €  <  00  ;  -1  <  T)  <  1  j 

-  0  n  -  -1,1  ;  -00  <  ^  <  0  ; 

-  const.  T)  «  -1,1  ;  0  *  i  <  00  . 


This  problem,  or  its  equivalent,  occurs  In  the  hydrodynamlcal 
theory  of  Jets.  However,  the  author  has  not  seen  the  formula  (5.5) 
In  the  literature  and  It  Is  probable  that  there  are  several  problems 
In  field  or  flow  theory  for  which  It  would  be  advantageous  to  use 
(5,5)  directly. 
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In  order  to  see  a  simple  applloatlon  of  (5«5)  oonsldar  the 
problem  of  finding  such  that 

(5.6)  l^{e,0)  -  0  , 

(5,i)+!^(«,i)  -  h(e)  , 

The  function 

(5.7)  z«x  +  ly»  coth  ^  ( I  +  Iti  )  =  coth  ^  <  «  m(  C ) 

maps  the  Infinite  strip  Into  the  lower  half  of  the  z>plane  and  the 
segment  J.  z  «  0;  |dt(z)|  <  1  Is  the  Image  of  C^:  C  ^  +  1! 

-CD  <  4  00 .  Prom  (5.7)  we  find 


-00  ^^^oo;  0<T)<1 

-00  <  ^  <  00 
-00  •«  5  00 


d^ 

cw 


^  (tanh  5  X)  II  , 


iCcyJ  r'mTi:  ) 


-  ^  sech^  ^  X  f 

cosh  ^  X  .  slnh  ^  C 
cosh  ^  (  X-  C) 
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Vh*  aubatltutlon  of  theae  quantities  In  (5*5)  gives 

A  ^  T  Tcosh  5  C  - 11  ^ 

<5.8)  Tf  j^[m(8)l  -  ±  - ^  g  \ - 

2  alnh^  ^  C  slnh  f  5 

Sir*  ^^t4.cosh^  ^  X.h(X)l(lX 


coah  ^  (X-C) 


which  If  we  use 


,  P®  cosh^  5  ^]d^ 

(5.9)  f  /  - y  7?--  — 

cosh  5  (A-O 


-^2  +  2  £w[l  +  co8h  ^  Cl  +2irlq 


becomes 


(5.10)  ?[m(C)l  -  t 


8  slnh 


5  C  I  slnh  5  C  J  ^  ^  "» 


.exp  If  - . 

_rrh  cosh  5  (X-C) 


If  we  choose  7  >  2  so  as  to  avoid  a  singularity  at  C  *  0  we  finally 


have 


00 

(5.11)  ^  ^(m(C)l  •  ±  expSi  f  ^ 

cosh  5 


(X-C) 


which  determines  the  derivatives  of  ^(C^t)).  That  Is,  If 

td.T)  -  ^M(C) 

Is  required  to  satisfy  (5.6)  then 


M'(C).±.xpfi/  .— lUif— V 

V.  ^  ^ _ cosh  ^  (X-C) ) 
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6«  Some  Non-llnear  Systems 

In  a  recent  paper,  A.  Beurllng  [5]  proved  that  If  D  la  a 
region  In  Euclidean  n- space  then  the  non-llnear  system 


^(x)  y'  kit t)<it  -  f(x) 
D 

^(x)  y' k(x,t)4>(t)dt  ■  g(x) 
D 


possesses  a  unique  solution  when  the  kernel  k(t,x)  and  the 
prescribed  functions  f(x),  g(x)  are  suitably  restricted.  Since 
Beurllng 's  analysis  does  not  cover  the  following  singular  one- 


dlmenslonal  case 

(6.2) 


-1  <  X  <  1 


and  since  this  system  Is  related  to  certain  problems  In  potential 
theory;  It  Is  of  some  Interest  to  see  that  (6.2)  can  be  reduced  to 
a  linear  system  by  using  the  method  of  Section  2. 

We  suppose  that  each  of  the  unknown  functions  belongs  to 
the  class  defined  In  the  Introduction,  and  we  suppose  that 
each  of  the  prescribed  functions  f(x),  g(x)  belongs  to  the  class 
Then,  by  using  the  Hardy-Polncare-Bertrand  formula  as  shown 
In  Section  2  It  Is  easy  to  verify  that 


(6.3) 
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-1  -1  -1 


-1 

-ir2i(e)^(0 


dx  • 


a^b 


o  o 


1-e 


./ 


where 


/ 


<>U)dt  J  (|>^t)dt 
-1  -1 


*o  “  J 

-1 

•  f  l('(t)dt  . 

-1 

If  (6.2)  possesses  a  solution,  then  (6.2)  and  (6.3)  imply 


(6 


.4)  -i,  / 


(l-x*^)[f(x)  +  g(x)ldx  _  ^0^0 


1-r 


-  -.**(«)♦(«)  +  /  4^  •  / 

-1  -1 


or  after  multiplying  by  (>(0^(^) 


-  ^(i)  /W  .^(e) y'  .  I 

-1  -1 

Using  (6.2)  again,  equation  (6.3)  becomes 

(6.6)  x^i^(e)i^^(e)  +  ilii|^^(e)-f(Og(4)  -  o 


a  b 
0  0 


Pit)./ 

-1 


(W 


where 
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Bquation  (6.6)  flxts  th«  product  We  find 

(6.T)  ♦(«)♦«)  -  we)  -  -  . 


With  this  product  known  the  system  (6.2)  can  be  tirltten 

(6.8) 

♦'*>  • 

-1 

The  last  equations  can  now  be  solved  by  Carleman's  method  [4]. 

Notice  that  If  each  of  f(x)  and  g(x)  Is  Integrable  and  we 
require  each  of  the  unknown  functions  to  satisfy  the  condition  (B) 
of  Section  2  then 


/  f(x)ta./  *(x)/  -/  twf 

-1  -1  -1  -1  -1 


or 

(6.9) 

Also, 


1 

“  - y'  g(t)dt 

-1 


(f(x)  +g(x)]dx 


0  . 


xf(x)dx 


’  f  f  i(x)dxdt 

-1  -1 


-1 

1 


-  J  ^(x)dx  -  J  tf(t) 

•1  “1  .-1  -1 


/»♦“>/ 


X  - 1 
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Mhloh  d«t«nBln«8  that  la. 


-a.b  ■ 

o  o 


f  x[f(x)  + 


g(x)]dx  . 


-1 

O 

Ranoe  for  solutions  vAilch  satisfy  (B),  P(^)/(l-(  )  becomes 


^  ^  (f(x)  +  eU)idx 


and  since  the  second  term  on  the  right  Is  zero  by  (6.9)  we  have 


We  reisark  In  passing  that  the  system 
♦,(x,  / 


f +x 


f,(x) 


-1 


-1  <  X  <  1 


(t)dt 

—  - 


can  be  reduced  to  (6.2)  by  using  the  substitutions 

ij(t)  »  i(-t)  ,  f3^(x)  =  f(-x)  , 
!^'l(t)  •  ^(t)  ,  gl(x)  -  -g(x)  . 


The  systems  noted  above  are  not,  of  course,  the  only  non¬ 
linear  systems  that  can  be  solved  by  using  the  technique  of 
Section  2.  Ihe  Hardy-Polncare-Bertrand  formula  can  be  used  to 
linearize  a  nuniber  of  other  systems  In  vAilch  the  non-llnearlty  Is 
due  to  the  presence  of  a  product  In  which  an  unknown  function  Is 
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multiplied  by  an  unknown  Hilbert  transform  or  an  unknown  Stleltjea 
transform.  As  two  additional  exanples  we  cite  the  systems 

1 

i(x)  f  -  f(x)  +  Xji(x) 

-1 

»  g(x) 

-  .  -1 
and 

4(*)  f  +  ♦(X)  f  .  f^(x) 

0  0 

*,x)  /  -  fix)  f  -  t^ix)  . 

0  0 

The  last  system  plays  am  lnq;>ortant  role  in  the  theory  of  radiative 
transfer. 


L 
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